Fundamentals of Public Speaking/Speech Communication 
Speech #1 – Introducing a Classmate

For this activity, you will be paired with a classmate to create a 3-5 minute “introductory speech” about that person.  You will have a few days to gather as much information necessary to give a brief speech in class about your partner.  You should focus on three of the following areas of the person’s life: academics, professional, family, athletic or extracurricular.

Purpose: 
For each student to consider how to begin to organize a speech and to acclimate them to their speaking environment.

Use this handout to help create your speech and organize your ideas.  Please note, you will transition into each point you will discuss…that is an important part of presenting.  Remember…this should be NO LONGER than 5 minutes!

I. Introduction (Who is this person?  Where are they from?  Create a clever opener if you can.  Also you will preview your three main points, e.g., “Today I will tell you about Mindy’s background and family, about her college education and about her career goals.”)
Preview of points:

Transition: (e.g., “I have introduced you to Mindy, now I will tell you some information about her.  First, I will discuss her background and family.”) 

II. Body (You will need three main points. Each main point will be a different topic, e.g., family, major in college, any other schooling or certificates/training, where did they grow up/go to high school, military service, or any interesting facts.)

1. 
Transition: (e.g., “I have told you about her family, next I will tell you about her college education.”)
2.

Transition: (e.g., Now that you know about her college education and what she studied, here is some information about what she plans to do with her education and career goals.”)

3.

III. Conclusion (You will wrap up your speech, summarize your points, and give a clinching statement, e.g., “Today I have introduced Mindy and presented information about her background and family, college education, and her career goals.  Now that you have been provided with information about her you did not know, perhaps you will find something in common and would like to get to know her better.”) 

Summary of Points:

Sample Intro Speech: 

Here is a sample of how your information should flow following the guidelines provided:

I. Introduction:

Who is Mindy?  Talent, beauty, intelligence…you could say she is the total package.  I would like to introduce you all to Mindy Peck.  Today I will tell you about Mindy’s background and family, about her college education and about her career goals.

Transition: I have introduced you to Mindy, now I will tell you some information about her.  First, I will discuss her background and family. 
II. Body:
1. Mindy was born in Buffalo, NY to CorneliaAnn (called Neal) and Richard Peck.  Her dad, a Navy pilot, was stationed on several bases around the nation, so Mindy moved often as a child.  She went to many different schools as a kid, and graduated from Tabb High School in Yorktown, VA.  She has lived in Florida since graduating from high school and attended college in the state.  She has only one younger brother, Andrew, who is married to her sister-in-law, Kelley. They have one son, Mindy’s nephew and Godson, Landon Thomas and two daughters, her nieces, Libbie Anne and the little one, Laine Kelley.  Mindy is married to Craig Kurtz, and has two dogs, a Golden Retriever, Cody, and an Akita, Hiro, who are their kids.  Unfortunately, in 2015, Mindy had to put her first Akita, Samson, down at 14 because it was his time.  He was, as she says, “the love of her life” because he was with her when she lived alone.  She also has a step-daughter, Alexia, who lives with her mom and visits from time to time.
Transition: I have told you about her family, next I will tell you about her college education.
2. Mindy graduated from the University of West Florida in Pensacola, FL with a Bachelor of Arts in Communications/Public Relations.  She was very involved in many aspects of her college: she was a DJ for a short time on the campus cable radio station, and was a member of Alpha Gamma Delta Women’s Fraternity.  After she earned her B.A., almost two years later she decided to return to her alma mater and pursue a Master’s Degree.  Mindy earned her M.A. in Communication Arts with an emphasis on Interpersonal/Nonverbal and Speech Comm and PR with a minor in Health Education/Health Promotion.  In grad school, she had the opportunity to teach, and that is what lead her to a career in teaching.  She was also the advisor for the Greek system and a few other campus organizations.  Nonverbal communication is her passion, and she received training in 2012 with the Body Language Institute of Washington, DC and from 2013 to today, with the Center for Body Language.  She persistently keeps up with her training to remain fresh.
Transition: Now that you know about her college education and what she studied, here is some information about what she plans to do with her education and career goals.

3. Mindy plans to eventually earn her PhD in Communications because she would like to continue her career in academia.  She truly enjoys teaching, and plans to remain in the classroom.  She does have her certifications in body language, but there are not many PhDs out there for that, so she has to figure out how to incorporate her specialization and passion into her higher degree.  There is a possibility of working in academic administration (such as a department chair or dean), however, at this time she prefers to work with the students in a teaching capacity because she loves it and does not enjoy all of the politics that comes with admin work.  She, hopefully, plans to begin her Doctoral program within the next three years.
III. Conclusion:

Today I have introduced Mindy and presented information about her background and family, college education, and her career goals.  Now that you have been provided with information about her you did not know, perhaps you will find something in common and would like to get to know her better…and, by what you have heard today, you can tell that she truly IS the total package! 
