Introduction

I. Attention Getter: Let me set the scene for you. A great grassy ring is outlined with bright fluttering pennants. Wooden bleachers have been constructed around three quarters of the ring; these stands hold men, women, and children dressed in everyday clothing or bright costumes. The last quarter of the ring contains an elevated pavilion outfitted in royal colors. A man and woman resplendent in furs and jewels sit in throne like chairs. From the far end of the ring enter two people, swords worn on their sides, shields strapped to their arms. They are dressed in armor made from rings linked together worn over heavy padded leather.

II. Thesis: The art of making chainmail is a hobby enjoyed by many today.

III. Preview of Points: To help everyone become more familiar with this hobby, today I will tell you about its history, show you how it is used in modern times, and demonstrate the joining of rings to make a piece of chainmail.

Transition: The first step in exploring this hobby is to learn a little about its history.

Body

I. According to the Middle Ages website, “Chainmail was the earliest form of metal armor worn by the average soldier during the Middle Ages. Chainmail was a flexible armor that was made from interlinked metal rings.

A. The word chainmail was an English combination of two words.

1. Chain meaning a series of metal rings or links fitted into one another.

2. Mail from the French word “maille” meaning mesh of a net.

B. Variety of materials used

1. Brass

2. Iron

3. Steel- most popular 

Transition: Now that we know a little bit about chainmail’s history, I will show you some of its modern uses.

II. As stated by the Oracle ThinkQuest Education Foundation, chainmail is still being used today as a means of protection in some professions and hobbies.

A. Chainmail butcher’s glove (show pic)

B. Chainmail shark diver’s suit (show pic)

C. Costume and combat armor for the Society for Creative Anachronisms, Inc. or SCA (SCA website, Activities and Events)
1. Medieval reenactments 

2. Tournaments

Transition: Since we are now familiar with both the history and modern uses of chainmail, I would now like to demonstrate how to join rings to construct a chainmail garment that I create as a hobby and from information gathered from Jennifer Smires, a SCA member and re-enactor for over 10 years.

III. Making chainmail is as easy as gathering your supplies, wind, snip, bend, and join.

A. Supplies

1. Wire

2. Drill

3. Steel rod

4. Winder box

5. Snips

6. Pliers

B. Wind the wire using the drill, steel rod, and winder box

C. Snip the coil into rings

D. Bend some closed, leave others open

E. Join

1. 3 in 1 (demonstrate)

2. 4 in 1 (demonstrate)

Conclusion

I. Main Points: Through my demonstration, you have heard about the history of chainmail, seen examples of its modern uses, and witnessed the joining of rings.

II. Restatement of Thesis: Today you have learned about a hobby that many enjoy today, the art of making chainmail.

III. Closing Statement: Now imagine that you are one of the two standing in front of the Royal Pavilion. As you bow before the Tournament King and Queen you think of all the preparation that went into this day. Blunted Tournament Weapon- $125, Heavy Wooden Shield- $100, the pride that comes with the making of your own suit of tournament chainmail armor for you first SCA tournament- Priceless. 
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