Nonverbal Communication – SPC 2330
Final Project Presentation
For this presentation, you will choose a particular culture or co-culture, research the then present specific nonverbal elements within that specific group of people, environment and culture. The assignment must provide a clear explanation of the nonverbal elements along with your educated perception regarding the significance of that element to the group, environment, or culture. The due date will be determined and will be the week before final exams.

Consider these questions:

· What is the power of the nonverbal element or the purpose of it?

· How do people in this culture greet?  Why does this culture greet others the way they do?

· What specific traditions (holidays, dancing, etc.) are among this culture?

· What type of eye contact do the people in this culture show and why?

· What is the behavior exhibited toward authority figures/elders (speaking, eye contact, respect, etc.)?

· What specific gestures are used in this culture that are not common in the United States?

· How do people use their vocalics?  Is this a culture that yells or interrupts; or is this a culture that remains quiet because yelling is perceived as inappropriate?

· For each of the nonverbal codes (kinesics/oculesics, proxemics, haptics, chronemics, environments, vocalics) what are some specific uses of these codes that are unique to the culture?

You will present a 6-8 minute, informative presentation on your culture following the speech format used in public speaking and a Powerpoint presentation following specific guidelines.  You will have an introduction, body and conclusion.  In your body you will have three main points with transitions into each points and oral citations stated within the speech.  Your body points can be on any of the above questions.  Or, you can even take three nonverbal codes and explain the use of the code in that culture.  Since this is not officially a public speaking class, I do not expect the speech delivery to be perfect.  So, for those of you who are anxious, please do not worry…I do not grade on nervousness.  I grade on your work.  I do expect that the guidelines are followed exactly.  Your format should follow this order (like your introduction speech):

Introduction:

I. Attention Getter (give a good opening statement and a brief description of your culture)

II. Thesis (this can be something like: “The Indian culture is a unique culture filled with tradition in both verbal and nonverbal communication.”)

III. Preview of three main points (“Today I will tell you 1, 2, and 3…”)
Transition: First I will tell you…

Body:

I. Main point one 

Transition: Next I will tell you

II. Main point two

Transition: Last I will tell you…

III. Main point three

Conclusion:

I. Review your three main points (“Today I told you 1, 2, and 3…”)

II. Restate your thesis

III. Clincher (closing statement)

Sources:

Minimum of three, credible sources orally stated in your speech (“According to the Culture Crossing website last updated in 2014…”).  Sources may be internet or library resources, interviews, case studies, news articles, professional journals, documentaries or books.
*A template outline is available for you on Tripod.

Here are some websites that can get you started:

“Dimensions of Culture”: http://www.dimensionsofculture.com/2010/11/non-verbal-behavior-in-cross-cultural-interactions/ 

Beyond Intractability: “Cross-Cultural Communication”: http://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/cross-cultural-communication  

Culture Crossing: http://www.culturecrossing.net/ 

